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FAMILY MATTERS 
 

 Upcoming Preaching Schedule: 
 
 January 15—Carl Baker 
 January 22—J E Miller 
 
 Mark your calendar—November 12-15 
 Phil Sanders from In Search of the Lord ’s Way will 
be preaching. 
  
 
 
 As our search for a preacher continues, your input is 

welcome!  Encourage anyone interested to send resume 
and letter of interest.  If you are aware of a person that 
would appear to be a good fit for the congregation, please 
let the elders know. 

 
Notes: 

         
         
         
         
         

H i g hw a y c h u rc h  o f  C h r i s t  

Elders:  
Ron Adams &  
Wayne Miller 
Preacher:  TBD 

Blessed is the man who walks not in the 
counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way 
of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but 
his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on 
his law he meditates day and night.   
Psalms 1:1-2 Dear Abby and Baptism 

 
I read in a “Dear Abby” letter (1.3.2017) of a 

woman who desired to have her niece’s son baptized, 
but without the consent of the parents. Evidently, the 
parents are not religious, and the family heritage is to 
have each new-born baptized some short time after birth 
(the child is 1-year old). Abby replied that such an action 
without the consent of the parents is unwise. This is ob-
vious on its own, but it brings up another point that 
needs some consideration.  

Exactly how should one look at God’s command 
to be baptized? That it is a command of God makes it 
essential to be pleasing to God, but as it was indicated in 
the inquiry of Abby, is it the one act/command/
ceremony that assures one’s entrance into heaven? The 
way some people look at the word and command of bap-
tism, those same ones are convinced of such. They re-
gard it as God’s “stamp” of approval before entrance is 
made; some Christians look at it the same way.  

Baptism, as a command of God to be obeyed, is 
for one who believes, understands what he (she) be-
lieves, is willing to repent (change his way of thinking), 
and put his hand to the plow, having the ground already 
plowed for him by Jesus following that path. Baptism is 
for one who has decided to not look behind, but long for 
the new life promised. This person has made a con-
science choice to leave behind the ways of the world 
(Luke 9:62).  

(Continued on page 2) 
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I am afraid many have not done this. A great many 
have been baptized, but the life lived after that baptism is a 
reflection, not of God, but of this world (and the god of this 
world; 2 Corinthians 4:4). Therefore, many people who 
were baptized really did nothing more than get wet, and 
this includes children. In submitting to the Lord’s authority, 
one is submitting to the Lord’s way of living and thinking. 
This way of living is completely different than what the 
world presents. In fact, the Lord said those who love Him 
will not love the world or the things in the world (cf. 1 John 
2:15-17).  

Baptism is not for one who does not understand that 
which I wrote above. Through the years, I have seen chil-
dren baptized without understanding this. I am afraid many 
of these same children, now turned adults, are just as lost as 
if they had not been baptized; their “lostness” is the result 
of a life of unfaithfulness to the Lord, which brings to mind 
a question: did they understand what they said they did?  

 No doubt, many (if not all) who were baptized be-
cause of a genuine belief and desire to obey God – but was 
there (is there) a proper understanding about what this en-
tailed? Some have doubted and, consequently, for many, a 
“rebaptism” soon followed. Along this line, it is worth no-
tice in the New Testament, Acts especially, those baptized 
are men and women. There is a reason for this.  

Baptism is a point of entry, but in that entry, it is 
simply the culmination, the completion of a process of the 
heart’s desire to please God. In that point of entry, there is 
a releasing (sins forgiven). Nothing in baptism (in and of 
itself) will release one’s sins from “clinging” to the one im-
mersed in water, who is brought up from the plunging in 
water. Unless it is coupled with faith and a penitent heart, 
in submission to the Lord’s authority, baptism is an empty 
ritual; it has no value.  RT 
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NEWS and NOTES 
 

 Thank you to Carl Baker for filling the pulpit this 
morning. 

 A portion of the fifth Sunday contribution in January 
will be given to “In Search of the Lord’s Way” 
television program.  The primary speaker on this 
program is Phil Sanders.    

 We are updating our directory and several have 
suggested that we do a photo directory.  We will 
schedule family photos later this month and will 
have a sign-up sheet to schedule these. 

 Evangelism University is  ending today! Prayers for 
Brad, Hayden, Jo, Kyia and JE who are attending 
this event.   

 Reminder:  evening services are at 5:00 pm 
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Deuteronomy 6:4-9  

4 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is 
one. 5 You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your might. 6 And these words that I com-
mand you today shall be on your heart. 7 You 
shall teach them diligently to your children, 
and shall talk of them when you sit in your 
house, and when you walk by the way, and 
when you lie down, and when you rise. 8 You 
shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and 
they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 
9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your 
house and on your gates.  


