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FAMILY MATTERS 
 

 Upcoming Preaching Schedule: 
 
 February 5—Greg Swango 
 February 12—Mac Ballard 
 February 19—Collin Pinkston 
 February 26—Jim Schwerman 
  
 Mark your calendar—November 12-15 
 Phil Sanders from In Search of the Lord ’s Way will 
be preaching. 
  
 
 
 As our search for a preacher continues, your input is 

welcome!  Encourage anyone interested to send resume 
and letter of interest.  If you are aware of a person that 
would appear to be a good fit for the congregation, please 
let the elders know. 

 
Notes: 

         
         
         
         

H i g hw a y c h u rc h  o f  C h r i s t  

Elders:  
Ron Adams &  
Wayne Miller 
Preacher:  TBD 

Blessed is the man who walks not in the 
counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way 
of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but 
his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on 
his law he meditates day and night.   
Psalms 1:1-2 Responsibility in Marriage 

            In Matthew 5:27-32, Jesus’ gives the view of 
God on marriage and the responsibility that belongs to 
each. Responsibility belongs to the male (husband), fe-
male (wife) and God. The husband is responsible to 
God, himself and his wife; the wife to God, herself and 
her husband; God is responsible to Himself in relation to 
His holy will.  
            One can see when adultery occurs and why it 
does. Adultery would have not objective wrong associat-
ed with it without God’s will expressed on the topic. As 
it is with adultery, the Lord said the same about lust. 
Lust has no objective wrong associated with it apart 
from God’s expressed will. These two points are im-
portant to see, for without them, can one really say to 
another “You have sinned, or done wrong, or failed the 
marriage”? In truth, without God, there is no sin, wrong 
or failing – just a changed opinion!  
            With the Lord in mind, let us consider the fol-
lowing points that helps to strengthen one’s marriage. 
Faith. Intimate. Determined. Eternal. Loving. Irresisti-
ble. Trust. Youth. Take the first letter of each word and 
it spells f-i-d-e-l-i-t-y.  
            Faithful. A marriage works because both the hus-
band and wife are faithful to the Lord. This means more 
than “just-going-to-church. It means that one has adopt-
ed the way of thinking Paul did, “I have been crucified 
with Christ, and it is no longer I that live, but Christ who 
lives in me. The life which I now live in the flesh, I live 
by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave himself for 
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me (Galatians 2:20).  
            Intimate. It is a failure when one or both in the marriage 
is not intimate with the other. The Lord addressed this in 1 Co-
rinthians 7 when he spoke to the responsibility the wife has to-
ward her husband in this matter, and the other way around. A 
failure in this area can have serious consequences.  
            Determined. Understanding these first two points, the 
two who are married are determined to work through their prob-
lems, allowing the Lord Jesus to be the guide and answer in all 
things related to the topic.  
            Eternal. With the determination comes a happy marriage, 
a marriage, one can easily say, is made in heaven, where the 
eternal throne of God resides.  
            Loving. To have a loving relationship between a husband 
and wife is to have the glue that bonds two together so strong 
that no matter the failure, no matter the exterior attack, no matter 
the circumstance, the cleaving will not break apart. When a wife 
loves her husband, she seeks that which is beneficial to him. She 
does not “hen-peck” him, but encourages, supports and submits 
to him. When a husband loves his wife, he does not treat her as 
an inferior, but the equal God created her to be (by his side), he 
does not dismiss her way of thinking, he encourages and sup-
ports her in those things she is especially capable of doing. 
            Irritable. What a word! Have you been around a person 
that causes you to walk on egg-shells? I have, and it is miserable. 
You can be sure that if that is part of the thinking of one in a 
marriage, misery is experienced. The person who seems to be 
irritable is a person who thinks too much of oneself.  
            Trust. An irritable person does not trust the spouse be-
cause the spouse just does not get it right (so it is thought). If, by 
chance, the spouse does get it right, then it was out of luck or 
with the wrong motivation that it was achieved. The marriage in 
such circumstances is in decline. Why not allow trust to take 
hold, turning around the ship before that decline turns into cliff-
falling?   
            Youth. Perhaps you are no longer young, but you can 
approach your marriage “young at heart.” One man said this, 
“Youth is the opportunity to do something and to become some-
body” (T. T. Munger). This is your opportunity to do something 
and to turn your marriage into a single-body, unified to the 
Lord’s way. RT  
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NEWS and NOTES 
   
 We are updating our directory and are in the 

process of taking photos.  No photos this Sunday!
We will resume taking photos after services next 
week for those who are available. 

 Thank you to Greg Swango for filling the pulpit this 
morning! 

 The following two Sundays we will be joined by 
men who have expressed interest in working with 
the church here in Sullivan.  We have fellowship 
meals both Sundays and early services following 
the meal and cleanup! 

 April 1 is the Trivia night for the Exhibit planned 
by the Swango’s. 

 Reminder:  Evening service today is 5:00 pm 

Page 3 

 Choose Whom You Will Serve 
14 “Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity 
and in faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers 
served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 
15 And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose 
this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fa-
thers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of 
the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord.”  
 
16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we 
should forsake the Lord to serve other gods, 17 for it is the 
Lord our God who brought us and our fathers up from the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did 
those great signs in our sight and preserved us in all the 
way that we went, and among all the peoples through 
whom we passed. 18 And the Lord drove out before us all 
the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore 
we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.”  


