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What kind 
of church 
are we?



We “reach out” to the community via marketing, 
attempting to get them to come to us.  

We produce various events and worship 
gatherings that are attractive to a demographic. 
We strategize, organize, and advertise, hoping 

people will come and be a part of it. 
We rely on the enjoyment of the  

participants.

What Kind of Church are We?

“Attractional” Church



We see the church as a dispenser of        
religious goods and services. 
We “go to church” to be fed.  

We take our kids so they can hear about God. 
We expect the leadership to plan and            

execute quality programs. 
We don’t concern ourselves with the affairs      

of others, but worry strictly about  
ourselves.

What Kind of Church are We?

“Consumer” Church



Our evangelism is relational.  

We don’t just invite people—we invest in people.  

We find ways to go and live like Christ among 
others in their regular, everyday activities.  

We view all activities of daily life as supplementary 
to—even opportunities of—seeking and saving 
the lost (i.e., Matt. 28:19,20 is our single, 

unified life purpose).

“Missional” Church

What Kind of Church are We?



“[The church’s] greatest trouble now is…a vast 
unconverted membership. A very large percent of 

the church members among us seem to have very poor 
conceptions of what a Christian ought to be. They are 
brought into the church during these high-pressure 
protracted meetings, and they prove to be a curse 

instead of a blessing. They neglect prayer, the reading 
of the Bible, and the [assemblies of the church], and, 

of course, they fail to do good day by day as they 
should. Twelve years of continuous travel among the 
churches have forced me to the sad conclusion that a 
very small number of nominal Christians are [truly] 

worthy of the name.”



caterpillars.
Why does a church struggle to grow (Mt. 13:32; 1 Pet. 2:2)?

Why is a church unwilling to “go” (Mt. 28:19; Mk. 16:15)?

because  isit full of

Born, but not born anew (John 3:3).
Living, but not alive (1 Cor. 15:22; Eph. 2:5).



baptized.

“saved.”

washed.

forgiven.

enrolled.
added.



unconverted.



unbelieving.

unconverted.

unmoved. unchanged.

unbent. unshaken.



unbelieving.

unconverted.

unmoved. unchanged.

unable to leave 
the ground.

unbent. unshaken.



WHEN WILL THE CHURCH FLOURISH AGAIN?
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WHEN WILL THE CHURCH FLOURISH AGAIN?



ROMANS 
12:2BETRANS

FORMED



“Do not be conformed to this world,  
but be TRANSFORMED by the  

renewing of your mind…” 
ROMANS 12:2



“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a  
NEW CREATION.  The old has passed  

away; behold, the NEW has come.” 

2 CORINTHIANS 5:17



“…you have put off the old man, with his deeds, 
and have put on the new man, who is RENEWED 
in knowledge according to the image of [God]…” 

COLOSSIANS 3:19,20



“…to put off your old self…, and…be RENEWED  
in the spirit of your minds, and to put on the NEW 

self, created after the likeness of God…” 
EPHESIANS 4:22-24



“Verily I say…, unless you TURN, and  
become as little children, you shall not  
enter into the kingdom of heaven…” 

MATTHEW 18:3
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