
KING DAVID’S 
KEYS TO 
SUCCESS 
P A R T  T W O



“SUCCESS”

The Hebrew word trans. “success” is כַל  ,ׂשָ
sâkal—used ≈70 times in OT. 

It carries idea of prospering through 
wisdom and understanding. 

TWO PRIMARY MEANINGS 
Being successful or prospering (cf. 
Josh. 1:8). 
Gaining wisdom and knowledge 
(cf. Psa. 32:8; Prov. 16:20).



THE KEY

1 SAMUEL 18 
“And David...behaved himself  

wisely...” (5). 
“David behaved himself wisely  

in all his ways” (14). 
“[David] behaved himself very 

wisely...” (15). 
“...David behaved himself more wisely 

than any of the servants of Saul...” (30).



MORE KEYS TO SUCCESS

OVERREACT   
TO 

OPPOSITION

DON ’T



OVERREACT  TO OPPOSITION
1 SAMUEL 18:8-16—The King’s Jealousy 
I. Saul was “very angry” and “displeased” about 

the song exalting David over himself (7,8). 
๏ So he “eyed David from that day forward” (9). 

II. Saul had a “harmful spirit”—against David (10). 
๏ David called to play music for him (10b; cf. 16:23). 

➡ In David’s hand: his lyre; in Saul’s: his spear! 
๏ Saul hurls spear, hoping to pin David to wall, but 

David managed to escape—“twice” (11)! 
III. Saul finally cast David from king’s court (13).

DON ’T
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DON ’T

1 SAMUEL 18:14,15 
“And David behaved himself  

wisely [‘had success’ (ESV)] in all his 
ways, and Jehovah was with him. 

But when Saul saw that [David] behaved 
himself wisely [‘had great success’ (ESV)], he 

was severely threatened by him.”
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OVERREACT  TO OPPOSITION
1 SAMUEL 18:17-27—The King’s Treachery 
I. Saul had promised to give eldest daughter 

to Goliath’s killer (18:17; cf. 17:26,27). 
๏ The king kept his word—believing it would 

result in David’s imminent death (18:17b). 

๏ David declines, however, stating that he is 
unworthy to be the king’s son-in-law (18). 

๏ Saul then gives Merab to someone else (19).

DON ’T
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OVERREACT  TO OPPOSITION
1 SAMUEL 18:17-27—The King’s Treachery 
II. Saul tries again to make David his son-in-law 

(i.e., kill him), now with younger daughter (21). 
๏ Again, David declines with another display of 

utmost humility: 
➡ “Does it seem to you a little thing to become 

the king’s son-in-law, seeing I am a poor 
man, and lightly esteemed?” (23b).

DON ’T

MORE KEYS TO SUCCESS

1 SAMUEL 18:17-27—The King’s Treachery



OVERREACT  TO OPPOSITION
1 SAMUEL 18:17-27—The King’s Treachery 
III. Saul tries a third time to seal the deal (25). 

๏ This time his desperation shows (cf. v. 25c): 
➡ “The king desires no bride-price, but 100 

foreskins of the Philistines…” (25b). 

๏ “Well pleased,” David accepts terms (26). 

๏ David returns with double the required 
amount—and with time to spare (27)!

DON ’T
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1 SAMUEL 18:17-27—The King’s Treachery



OVERREACT  TO OPPOSITION
1 SAMUEL 18:28-30—The King’s Anxiety 
➡ Saul’s wicked schemes have been failures. 

➡ His power is going—David’s is growing. 
๏ “Saul saw and knew that Jehovah was 

with David” (28a). 
๏ Saul saw and knew “that Michal, [his] 

daughter, loved [David]” (28b). 
๏ “So Saul became David’s enemy 

continually” (29 | NKJV).

DON ’T
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1 SAMUEL 18:30 
“…and it came to pass, as often as [the 
Philistines] came out David had more 

success than all the servants of Saul, 
so that his name was highly esteemed.”



DRAW WISDOM 
FROM  

GOD’S WORD

DO
THE ULTIMATE KEY TO ULTIMATE SUCCESS



DRAW WISDOM FROM GOD’S WORD

➡ Hebrew sâkal—carries idea of prospering 
through wisdom and understanding.

DO

PSALM 19:7 
“The law of Jehovah is perfect, restoring 

the soul: the testimony of Jehovah is 
sure, making wise the simple.”

THE ULTIMATE KEY TO ULTIMATE SUCCESS



DRAW WISDOM FROM GOD’S WORD

➡ Hebrew sâkal—carries idea of prospering 
through wisdom and understanding.

THE ULTIMATE KEY TO ULTIMATE SUCCESS

DO

2 TIMOTHY 3:15-17 
“…from childhood you have been 

acquainted with the sacred writings, 
which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”



DRAW WISDOM FROM GOD’S WORD

➡ Hebrew sâkal—carries idea of prospering 
through wisdom and understanding.

DO

2 TIMOTHY 3:15-17 
“All Scripture is breathed out by God and 

profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, 
that the man of God may be complete, 

equipped for every good work.”

THE ULTIMATE KEY TO ULTIMATE SUCCESS



JOSHUA 1:8 
“This Book of the Law shall not depart 

from your mouth, but you shall meditate 
on it day and night, so that you may be 
careful to do according to all that is 
written in it. For THEN you will make 
your way prosperous, and THEN you 

will have good success.”
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